CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 

1. In an electronic device having installed software therein for 
accessing a proxy server, a method comprising the steps of: 

a) preventing a user from accessing web clipping applications that are 
installed on said electronic device and located within said installed software; 

b) said user registering said electronic device with said proxy server 
using a registration application of said installed software; and 

c) upon authorized registration of said electronic device with said 
proxy server, allowing said web clipping applications to be made available 
for use by said user and otherwise preventing access of said web clipping 
applications by said user. 

2. The method of Claim 1 wherein said electronic device is a 
personal information device (PID) comprising handheld organizers, cellular 
phones, laptop computers, and pagers. 

3. The method of Claim 1 wherein said step a) of preventing a user 
from accessing web clipping applications is comprised of: 



PALM-3216/ACM/RGB 



CONFIDENTIAL 



preventing a user from accessing web clipping applications that are 
installed on said electronic device and located within said installed software 
by hiding said web clipping applications within said installed software until 
such time that said device is registered with said proxy server. 

4. The method of Claim 3 wherein said step c) of allowing said 
web clipping applications to be made available is comprised of: 

upon authorized registration of said electronic device with said proxy 
server, revealing said web clipping applications to said user and otherwise 
preventing access of said web clipping applications by said user. 

5. The method of Claim 1 further comprising the step of: 

d) said user implements at least one of said web clipping applications 
to access and retrieve information from a web-site via said proxy server. 

6. The method of Claim 5 wherein said step d) of said user 
implements at least one of said web clipping applications to access and 
retrieve information is comprised of steps: 

dl) said user implements at least one of said web clipping 
applications; 
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d2) said at least one web clipping application commands a browser 
application within said installed software to seek web-site data associated 
with said at least one web clipping application; 

d3) said browser accesses said proxy server and requests clipped data 
from said web-site associated with said at least one web clipping application; 
and 

d4) said electronic device receives said clipped data requested by said 
browser from said proxy server. 

7. The method of Claim 5 wherein said step d) of said user 
implements at least one of said web clipping applications to access and 
retrieve information is performed without registration of said electronic 
device during said access and without a transfer of user authorization 
information. 

8. The method of Claim 1 wherein said installed software upon 
said electronic device is a result of a step preceding said step a) of preventing 
a user from accessing web clipping applications, said step preceding 
comprising: 

downloading said software from said proxy server onto said electronic 
device. 
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9. A method for secure access of a proxy server by a portable 
information device (PID) wherein recurring device identification is 
eliminated, comprising the steps of: 

a) loading a software package onto said PID wherein said software 
package comprises a registration application and multiple hidden web 
clipping applications; 

b) registering said PID by the implementation of said registration 
application by a user; 

c) upon said registering said PID, commanding said PID to reveal 
said web clipping applications; 

d) initiating a browser command for clipped data from said PID, 
wherein said initiating is a result of the activation by said user of at least one 
of said revealed web clipping applications; and 

e) transmitting said clipped data to said PID. 

10. The method of Claim 9 further comprising the steps of: 

dl) accessing data on a web-site corresponding to said at least one 
of said revealed web clipping applications; and 

dl) clipping content on said web-site to create clipped data 
acceptable to said PID. 
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11. The method of Claim 9 wherein said step a) of loading a 
software package onto said PID is comprised of the step of: 

downloading a software package from said proxy server via the 
Internet onto said PID. 

12. The method of Claim 9 wherein said step of loading a software 
package onto said PID is without cost to said user and without restriction to 
the acquirement of said software package by said user. 

13. The method of Claim 9 wherein said web clipping applications 
allow a user of said PID to access data and services on a proxy server without 
cost to said user and without registration of said user during said access of 
data and services. 

14. The method of Claim 9 wherein said web clipping applications 
are hidden inside said registration application. 

15. A system comprising: 

a proxy server coupled to the Internet; and 
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an electronic device comprising a processor coupled to a bus and a 
memory coupled to said bus, said memory having installed software for 
accessing said proxy server and having stored therein instructions for 
implementing a method comprising the steps of: 

a) preventing a user from accessing web clipping applications that are 
installed on said electronic device and located within said installed software; 

b) said user registering said electronic device with said proxy server 
using a registration application of said installed software; and 

c) upon authorized registration of said electronic device with said 
proxy server, allowing said web clipping applications to be made available 
for use by said user and otherwise preventing access of said web clipping 
applications by said user. 

16. The system of Claim 15 wherein said electronic device is a 
personal information device (PID) comprising handheld organizers, cellular 
phones, laptop computers, and pagers. 

17. The system of Claim 15 wherein said step a) of preventing a 
user from accessing web clipping applications implemented by said electronic 
device is comprised of: 
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preventing a user from accessing web clipping applications that are 
installed on said electronic device and located within said installed software 
by hiding said web clipping applications within said installed software until 
such time that said device is registered with said proxy server. 

18. The system of Claim 15 wherein said step c) of allowing said 
web clipping applications to be made available implemented by said 
electronic device is comprised of: 

upon authorized registration of said electronic device with said proxy 
server, revealing said web clipping applications to said user and otherwise 
preventing access of said web clipping applications by said user. 

19. The system of Claim 15 wherein said method implemented by 
said electronic device further comprises the step of: 

d) said user implements at least one of said web clipping applications 
to access and retrieve information from a web-site via said proxy server. 

20. The system of Claim 15 wherein said installed software upon 
said electronic device is a result of a step preceding step a) of preventing a 
user from accessing web clipping applications, comprising the step of: 
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downloading said software from said proxy server onto said electronic 
device. 
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